THE JOURNEY OF
THE FACE MASK FROM IVILLAGE
The beginning of our journey of producing
masks:
It started in an attempt to protect our own selves in the
event of a sudden shut down, by learning to make fabric
masks and ensuring that every woman went home
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wearing self-produced masks, thus also spreading
awareness of the growing menace of corona virus.
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With our women operators protected, the next day was
spent producing face masks for their families. Taking
cognisance of the acute shortage of surgical masks and
limited awareness about the effectiveness of fabric
masks, we also started spreading the word amongst
family, friends and colleagues that “we were ready to
produce face masks if they needed us to!”
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First corporate orders from small and medium-sized
businesses; they were inspired by how we had protected
our workers in the village, and expressed the same
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concern for their employees as well.
Tarun Chopra of Color Dots; Tarun Bhasin from Bapro
Associates; William Dieu of Idemia.

The last day of production of masks, before national
lockdown was announced by the Prime Minister.
We had produced about 1500 pairs of face masks until
then.
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Production centre closes for the nation-wide lockdown.
But to ensure that the source of income does not dry up
for women working at IVillage we now decided to
produce cotton face masks for the general public.
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The women start making masks from the safety of their
homes, without losing their livelihood.
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The Office of the Scientific Advisor to the Indian Govt.
releases an official report recommending that the
general public wear face masks when going out.
With the growing awareness about the need for face
masks, our orders start growing rapidly.
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First big corporate order enquiry from Cushman and
Wakefield .

7

APRIL

2 0 2 0

IVillage temporarily offers its building housing the
production facility to the government, to set up 150
bed quarantine facility to protect the area which has
96 villages in its purview. Within 3 days, 110 people
are housed in the quarantine facility for treatment.
We temporarily leave our premises for a small temple
on the outskirts of a nearby village.
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Launch of 'Train the Trainer' program with the help of
RBC. Through this program individual women from
different zones learn the production process from us,
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and later teach it to those around their house, so that
not everyone has to leave their home in order to learn,
and social distancing is maintained.
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Successfully delivered 5000 masks in Delhi-NCR, as
well as villages around the Bulandshahr district in UP.
30 people stitching the masks. 10 people on constant
move to train and collect the final pieces.
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